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Public Health Partners 
• Partners in Information Access for the Public 
Health Workforce (PHPartners) 
– Public Health Organizations 
– Federal Government Agencies 
– Health Science Libraries 
• Founded in 1997 
• Mission: To help the public health workforce 
find and use information effectively to 
improve and protect the public’s health. 
• Website: PHPartners.org  
 
• Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
• American Public Health Association (APHA) 
• Association of Schools & Programs of Public Health (ASPPH)  
• Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
• Medical Library Association (MLA) 
• National Agricultural Library (NAL)  
• National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 
• National Association of Local Boards of Public Health  
• National Library of Medicine (NLM)  
• National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM) 
• Public Health Foundation (PHF) 
• Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE)  
Partners in Information Access for the Public Health Workforce 
PHPartners.org 
• One-stop portal for 
public health 
information 
• Components include: 
 Current news 
 PH topic pages 
 Data, tools & statistics 
 Conferences/webinars 
 Jobs & careers 
 Reports, guidelines 
and more! 
• Updated daily 
• Quality guidelines 
with strict selection 
criteria 
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PHPartners.org Target Audience:  
the Public Health Workforce 
• Public health practitioners at local, state & federal levels 
• Managers and program directors 
• Health educators 
• Public health nurses 
• Environmental health specialists  
• Preventive medicine specialists 
• Community health workers 
• Emergency preparedness and disaster responders 
• Librarians and health information specialists 
• Health policy makers, legislators, public officials 
• Researchers and students 
 
 
• Authority – credible author or producer 
• Appropriateness – targeted to the public health 
workforce 
• Quality – accurate, well-organized content 
• Access & Reliability - links are maintained 
• Currency – up-to-date information 
• Purpose – aims clearly identified 
• Sponsorship – funding organizations identified 
 
Selection of Resources 
We Encourage Link Suggestions 
Suggest:  
• Links to resources 
• News and 
announcements 
• Upcoming webinars 
and meetings 
 
• Items are included in 
PHPartners email 
updates & RSS feeds 
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 Bioterrorism 
 Dental Public Health 
 Environmental Health 
 HIV/AIDS 
 How to Access Journal Articles 
 Nutrition 
 Public Health Genomics 
 Veterinary Public Health 
 Workforce Development 
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 More topic pages 
in development 
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 Health Promotion and Health 
Education 
 Literature and Guidelines 
 Health Data Tools and 
Statistics 
 Grants and Funding 
 Education and Training 
 Legislation and Policy 
 Conferences and Meetings 
 Finding People 
 Discussion and E-mail Lists 
 Jobs and Careers 
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Health Data and Statistics Levels: 
 County & local data 
 State data  
 Individual state and metropolitan data 
 National data (United States) 
 Global/international data 
 
Health Data Tools: 
 Geographical information systems 
(GIS) 
 Training & education 
 Health information technology 
 Tools for data collection & planning  
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Healthy People 2020 Structured Evidence Queries 
http://phpartners.org/hp2020 
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Sample Search on PHPartners.org 
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Search tips 
• Use quotes to search 
phrase 
• Do not need to use AND 
• Can use Boolean (OR, NOT) 
• Spelling checked, 
replacements offered 
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Public Health Workforce 
Use of Mobile Technology Tools 
n=419 
 
Public health departments are increasingly using 
mobile technology for activities and services including 
disaster preparedness and emergency response. 
 
Sources: National Association of County and City Health Officials. 2013 National Profile of Local Health Departments. Washington, DC:  
National Association of County and City Health Officials, 2014.  http://nacchoprofilestudy.org/reports-publications/.  
Rubin S et al. The adoption of social media and mobile health technologies for emergency preparedness by local health departments: a joint 
perspective from NACCHO and the UPMC center for health security. J Public Health Manag Pract. 2014 Mar-Apr;20(2):259-63 
 
 
Mobile 
Technology Tools 
 
All Local Health 
Departments 
Size of Population Served 
 
<50,000 
50,000-
499,999 
 
500,000+ 
Smartphones 91% 86% 97% 98% 
Electronic Tablets 48% 40% 55% 75% 
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NLM Mobile Gallery 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mobile 
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Thank you! 
Hathy Simpson, MPH 
Public Health Project Coordinator 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine, New England Region 
Lamar Soutter Library 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Hathy.Simpson@umassmed.edu 
110 
